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Next Meeting 

 Our next meeting will be 
September 15  at John 
Beaty’s shop. Map attached. 

 The September 
demonstrator will be Jimmy 
Clewes / Nick Agar At this 
meeting Jimmy Clewes will 
make an item, the following 
week Nick will decorate it. 

 If you have an interest in a 
particular demonstration 
topic, or you have a skill or 
special technique you could 
share with the club contact 
Ron Britton. Members will 
be compensated $50 for 
demonstrating. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Use the newsletter to communicate with your fellow members 
Share your shop photos, ’sale’ items, tool tips or anything else you would like to with our club 
members.  

From the President 
 
You’ll notice from Mike’s 
notes of our Board Meeting 
last week, there were several 
items that need further 
discussion with the 
membership, here are a few of 
them. 
 
Monthly Raffle  
Lately the quality and quantity 
of items in the raffle has been 
decidedly underwhelming.  
The purpose of our monthly 
raffle is to offset some of the 
cost of our demonstrator, the 
average cost of each is in 
excess of $200.  If you 
amortize your membership 
over the year, you pay less 
than $3 a meeting for the 
caliber of demonstrators we 
are able to bring the meetings.  
The purchase of a $5 raffle 
ticket seems like a small price 
to pay to help offset the cost to 
the club for the demonstrator, 
since you can get a bonus 
ticket if you bring an item for 
the raffle.  This brings the 
raffle items into focus.  If you 
are bringing a piece of wood, 
would you want to turn it?  
You might process it so it is a 
more usable blank, or even 

rough turn it.  Maybe you have 

projects you have started, 
bowls, etc., that are waiting for 
that inspiration for you to 
finish them.  Someone might 
see a path that you are missing, 
but the bottom line, whether 
it’s wood, an old tool, or 
something else, it should 
represent something that you 
would want for yourself. 
 
Fund Raiser 
The need for a fund raiser to 
provide needed resources to 
upgrade and improve our video 
system saw the idea of a tool 
sale of members donated 
items.  The upcoming 
Woodtober Fest at Hardwoods, 
Inc. presents the ideal 
opportunity to clean out your 
shop of those items that you 
may trip over or have to move 
every time you try to spend 
some time turning Christmas 
ornaments.  I, personally, have 
half a dozen things that need a 
new home.  One thing that 
seems fair, if the item has a 
significant value for a used 
tool, a 50 – 50 split of the price 
with the club would be 
appropriate,  For instance, I 
have a Ridgid Contractor Table 
Saw, retail $550, so a $400 
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price nets the club $200.  My 
feeling is that $200 is the 
price at which the split 
begins. 
 
Christmas Ornaments 
This is a reminder that 
Christmas ornaments need to 
be turned in by the November 
meeting.  We will need 
around 200 for distribution 
to the children’s home and 
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 hospice.  Like last year, for 
each 10 ornaments, you will 
receive a ticket for a drawing 
for a gift card, awarded at the 
Christmas party. 
 
September Meeting 
Looking forward to our 
meetings with Jimmy Clewes 
and Nick Agar, we can all 
appreciate the occasional 
British accent, particularly 
when they come with great 
turners attached.  Both will 
do their usual demo, 
followed by a collaborative 
demo, Jimmy will start it and 
Nick finish it the following 
week.  Something both 
Jimmy and Nick say they 
have never been asked to do, 
so we will have a first.  
Remember, there will be a 
$10 charge for Nick’s demo. 
 
Turning Southern Style 
Hope everyone who can go, 
will go to Turning Southern 
Style this month.  Also, AAW 
will have their symposium 
next year in Atlanta, make 
your plans now.  There will 
be a need for volunteers in a 
number of areas, also for the 
wives if they are interested.  
Talk with Steve Pritchard if 
you want to help, but for sure 
you will want to attend. 
 
  

Meeting Notes 
 
Next month’s demo will be a 
two part. 
 
Here’s your first reminder for 
Christmas ornaments. They 

need to be completed by the 
November meeting. 
 
Robert Downs from 
Hardwoods Inc. gave a short 
talk about the 3rd annual 
Woodtoberfest. Mark your 
calendar for October 24 from 
8am to 2pm. There will be a 
tool sale as in previous years. 
There will also be an open 
gallery for folks to display their 
work. Our club can have a table 
to display work, and promote 
the club if we desire. 
 
Beads of Courage boxes can 
be taken to the GAW meeting. 
If you make one, the general 
guidelines are approximate 6” 
diameter and 4” deep. Lids 
should be easy to remove. 
 
There will be a business 
meeting of club officers on 
September 1 at Wayne’s house. 
 
Editor’s Note: I will be out of 
the state for the September, 
meeting, and George 
Daughtry has volunteered to 
take meeting notes and photos 
for the September newsletter. 
Thank you George. 
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South Metro Woodturners 
Club Board Meeting 

Tuesday, September 1, 2015 
 

The meeting was held at Wayne Morris’ house, and convened at 7:30 p.m. 
 
Members Attending: 
 Roger Hendrickson   President 
 Wayne Morris   Treasurer 
 Ron Britton    Programs Coordinator 
 Mike Raftis    Secretary / Newsletter Editor 
 John VonEschenbach  Member Representative 
 
Absent: 
 George Blankenship   Vice President 
 Don Heath    Past President 
 
Topics Discussed: 

 Ron Britton is seeking a trainee to replace him as Programs Coordinator. This is a 

position requiring a member who can coordinate with other clubs, woodworking 

stores, and schools in the area to obtain the demonstrators for our club meetings. The 

position requires a hard-nosed negotiator who can also assist the demonstrators with 

housing when they are in the area, and sometimes manage transportation for them to 

and from the airport. Ron is willing to work with the new person for a full year to get 

the new coordinator up to speed on this important position. 

 Wayne Morris stated that the club now has $10,894 in our checking account. 

 A Richard Morris bowl will be sold at the symposium. Proceeds will be split between 

our club and Georgia Woodturners Association. 

 There was discussion regarding setting up a table to sell members’ surplus tools (all 

types) at the Woodtoberfest in October. We are proposing a 50/50 split between the 

selling member and the club on the proceeds. This will be a source of income for our 

general fund. Revenue from this could be used to upgrade our video equipment. 

 John noted that Corner Art in Newnan (on the square) can take members’ work on 

consignment for sale. They have a regular need for pens. 

 Our club brochure is in need of new photographs. 

 John suggested having more of the engraved name tags made. Members would be 

responsible for the cost. 

 We need to come up with nominees for next year’s club officers. This needs to be done 

by November. 

 Members to be reminded of the children’s Christmas ornament project that is coming 

up. As before, each member will be awarded one drawing ticket for each 10 ornaments 

donated. 
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 The club Christmas party will be our December meeting and is tentatively scheduled 

for December 15 at the same location as last year. 

 John suggests that we request members bring in partly turned projects to be raffled in 

our monthly meeting raffle. These would be items that have been started, but require 

completion.  

 It was also decided that we should be more aggressive about selling the raffle tickets as 

members come in the door. This to relieve some of the confusion that occasionally 

occurs trying to sell the tickets during the meeting. 

 For members wishing to join in at a dinner get-together before the meetings, the group 

convenes at Big Joe’s Bar and Grill (1329 Highway 34E, Newnan) at 5:00 on meeting 

nights. The location is just west of Shake and Steak, and just north of the Cinemark 

Theater. This provides members with a chance to socialize and get to know other 

members better, as well as to interact with our demonstrator for that meeting. 

 
The meeting adjourned at about 9:00. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Mike Raftis, Secretary 
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Members Work for August 

 

 

 

Small bowl by Jack Essex 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Walnut, maple, and 
sapele segmented 
turning by Ralph 
Jones. 

 

 

 

 

                          

  

   



August, 2015   Page 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Walnut bowl by  Larry Nelms. 

 

 

 

Lidded bowl by Mel Salzman 
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Brown Malee Burl bowl by Tom Essex 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Cherry Burl bowl by Tom Essex 
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Demonstrator for August: John Jordan 

Johnjordanwoodturning.com 

 

John began his presentation with a short talk about the 
tools, and  maintenance of those tools. He particularly 
emphasized the importance of keeping all tools 
(including the lathe and its component parts) clean and 
lubricated.  

 The tool rest should be smooth (no dings or pits), 
and lightly lubricated or waxed. Also clean the underside 
of the tool rest. Tools such as scrapers and skews should 
have their sharp edges filed so that they don’t damage 
the tool rest. 

 The banjo and ways should be cleaned of all rust 
and given a protective coating of something like WD-40. 

 Clean accumulated dust from the chuck. 
Compressed air and a stiff brush is good for this. Follow-
up with a rust inhibitor like WD-40. (Bostik Slide Cote 
also works well for this. –Ed.) 

 Clean and maintain the Morse taper. 

 John has found that the plastic washers sometimes used between the chuck and the drive 
spindle are not really necessary, and on larger projects can contribute to vibration and 
chatter. 

Step 1: Preparation and Roughing 

Before diving into your project, spend some time 
studying the growth rings on your stock to determine 
where it was located on the tree. Consider whether 
the pith will be included in the piece.  The pith may 
not be sound wood, and can cause problems. Pear 
wood always has a sound pith. 

On large pieces it is best to take the corners off with 
the chain saw or band saw. This isn’t necessary on 
small smaller pieces. 

Always start your work with a sharp tool. There are different theories on lathe speed, in John’s 
experience very high speeds (>1800) are not needed. 

The side of a spindle or bowl gouge can be used as a spindle roughing gouge. The basic bevel rub 
cut is like sharpening a pencil: cut downhill. Adjust your tool’s position untile it just cuts.  

http://www.johnjordanwoodturning.com/John_Jordan_Woodturning/Home.html
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Ride the bevel on the downhill cuts. You don’t need to ride 
the bevel when going along the grain. It is sometimes OK – or 
necessary – to cut ‘up hill’ in order to gain access to the 
shape. Just remember: light cuts with a sharp tool. 

When mounting your work, ensure that the ends of the 
chuck’s jaws are well seated against the work. A tenon should 
always be shorter that the depth of the jaws on your chuck. 

Always resharpen your tool before the final cut. 

Step 2:  

On green wood, it is a good idea to dampen the outside 
while you’re turning the inside. 

You can use a slip stone to raise a small burr on the chisel 
to enable very fine shearing. The double-ended angle 
scraper is used to make shearing scrape cuts. 

When you have completed the outside of your piece, don’t 
go back to it. 

John turns the hollow forms with the base in the chuck. To maintain stability while hollowing the 
inside he leaves the bottom of the piece unfinished until the 
inside has been completed. Leaving the waste area large 
keeps the piece stable so a steady rest isn’t needed. Recall 
that the part of the piece in the chuck  and for a couple of 
inches up the piece are not turned to shape until the inside is 
finished. The shape of the lower portion of the piece can be 
visualized as being within this ‘waste’ area. Make a clear 
demarcation line between the finished portion and the 
‘waste’ area so that you don’t  inadvertently treat the area 
above the waste area as the actual bottom. 

Hollowing 

End grain is always cut from the center to the left. With side 
grain go whichever way feels the best. 

On the tools that John sells the hook tip is in line with the main shaft so there is no twisting felt as it 
cuts. 

Drill a hole into the piece to the desired depth. Begin hollowing with the straight tool, and use this as 
long as you can reach the material to be removed. Work in a methodical manner to help you keep 
track of where you are. With practice you will be able to work to a consistent wall thickness for your 
vessel. Leave the sides a little thicker if you plan to do decorative carving. 

The hook tool is used near the top of the vessel where the straight tool can’t reach. 
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Proceed in a methodical manner from the center drilled hole to the edge and down into the vessel. 
With a little practice you will be able to hollow vessels with consistent wall thickness. 

Here are two examples of John’s work that are still in progress, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

and some completed items from his web site. 
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Members Items for Sale 
 

If you have any items you wish to sell within the club, send the information to the newsletter editor 
(mikeraftis@yahoo.com) and I will insert the item in the next issue. 
 

 
Lathe for Sale 
Bobby Cumbie has a Delta 46-460 - 12 1/2" Midi Lathe, 1 hp. variable speed, 3 pulley position, 
forward and reverse, 24 position indexing with stand. 3 years old. $ 400.00 
Bobby Cumbie 
678-576-3910 
 
Chuck for Sale 
Bobby Cumbie has for sale an Apprentice chuck (1”-8tpi direct thread) complete set. 
678-576-3910 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Members Items Needed 
 
If you have any items or tools that you wish to purchase from a club member, send the information 
to the newsletter editor (mikeraftis@yahoo.com) and I will insert the information in the next issue. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

mailto:mikeraftis@yahoo.com
mailto:mikeraftis@yahoo.com
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John Beaty’s shop is our current meeting place. John’s address is:  
 

104 Trammell Rd., 
Moreland, GA 
Phone 770 -328-0883  

 
Lots of parking is available, but please leave the spaces nearest the shop for those with mobility issues. 
Be courteous and considerate.  
Don’t tease the dogs! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

South Metro Woodturners Officers for 2015 

President Roger Hendrickson  404-418-6255 rogerh845@charter.net 

Vice President George Blankenship 678-360-0585  grizzlygideon100@hughes.net  

Treasurer Wayne Morris  jwayno49@gmail.com 

Secretary Mike Raftis 770-598-3552 mikeraftis@yahoo.com 

Past President Don Heath  678-410-7219 md4heath@bellsouth.net 

Program Comm. Ron Britton 770-328-9807 rbritton625@bellsouth.net 

Member Rep John Von Eschenbach 404-702-8739 johnvone@bellsouth.net 

Newsletter Ed. Mike Raftis 770-598-3552 mikeraftis@yahoo.com 

 

mailto:%09grizzlygideon100@hughes.net
mailto:mikeraftis@yahoo.com
mailto:rbritton625@bellsouth.net
mailto:mikeraftis@yahoo.com
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Woodturning Links 

 
  

Woodturning/Woodworking 
Associations and Clubs 

 
 

American Association of Woodturners 
 

Apple Ridge Woodturners 
 

Barnesville Woodturners 
 

Bi-City Woodturners 
 

Georgia Association of Woodturners 
 

Gwinnett Woodworkers Association 
 

Low Country Turners  
- Tom Gattis - 912-898-5970 

 
Mountain Laurel Woodturners  

- John Moss 706-754-5679 
 

Peach State Woodturners 
 

South Metro Woodturners 
 

Woodworkers Guild of Georgia 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Supplies and Information 

 
Craft Supply 

Woodturning Supplies 
800-551-8876   

Don Geiger 
Wheel Truing & Dressing System 

Got Wood? 
Wood Turning Supplies 

Hardwoods Incorporated 
Specialty Hardwoods  
800-964-7804  

Highland Woodworking 
Woodworking tools, supplies  
800-241-6748 

Hut Products 
800-547-5461 

Klingspor 
800-228-0000 

Lee Tree Woodworks 
8411 Tatum Rd, Palmetto, GA 30268  
Exotic wood Source 
678-378-0963 

Packard 
800-683-8876 

Penn State 
800-377-7297 

Rockler 
Woodworking and Hardware  
800-279-4441 

Woodcraft 
800-225-1153  
  

Wood Magazine Forum 
Q & A on Woodturning 
 

South Florida Woodworking Guild 

 
The Woodyard 

Lumber, sheet goods, turning stock 
122 Main Street, Concord, GA 
770-468-8588 

http://www.woodturmer.org/
http://appleridgewoodturners.org/
http://barnesvillewoodturners.com/
http://bicitywoodturners.com/
http://gawoodturner.com/
http://www.gwinnettwoodworkers.com/
http://www.peachstatewoodturners.com/
http://www.southmetrowoodturners.com/
http://www.woodworkersguildofga.org/
http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com/
http://www.geigerssolutions.com/
http://www.turningblanks.net/
http://www.hardwoodweb.com/
http://www.highlandhardware.com/
http://www.hutproducts.com/
http://www.woodworkingshop.com/
http://www.leetreewoodworks.com/
http://packardwoodworks.com/
http://www.pennstateind.com/
http://www.rockler.com/
http://www.woodcraft.com/
http://www.woodmagazine.com/
http://www.sfwg.org/
https://www.thewoodyard.com/
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2015 Demonstrators and Meeting Programs 
 

February: Mark Waninger  March: Richard Morris 
April: Mark Sillay   May: Robert Lyons 
June: Jim Creel    July:  Steve Prichard 
August: John Jordan   September:  Jimmy Clewes 
      September 22* Nick Agar 
October:  Harvey Meyer  November:  Tania Radda 
*Special Meeting: $10 Charge 
Specific projects for each demonstrator will be announced. 

 
Private Instruction 

The following local turners give private woodturning instruction in their own shops. Contact them for 
more information. 

Frank Bowers 
fcbowrs@aol.com  
404-292-1107  
 

Nick Cook 
nickcook@earthlink.net  
770-421-1212 

Peggy Schmid 
schmidgodfrey@bellsouth.net  
678-947-4562  
 

Mark Sillay 
marksillay@me.com  
404-556-1736 

Phil Colson 
pcolson@mindspring.com  
404-518-4925  
404-292-1107  
 

Wes Jones 
wwjones@comcast.net  
770 972-6803 

Woodturning Schools and Classes 

John C. Campbell Folk School 
800-FOLK SCH, Brasstown, NC 
  
Arrowmont School of Arts & Crafts  
865-436-5860 
Gatlinburg, TN  
 
Highland Woodworking  
800-241-6748  
Atlanta, GA  

 

Appalachian Center for Crafts  
931-372-3051  
 
Dogwood Institute School of Fine 
Woodworking  
770-751-9571  
 
Woodcraft  
800-225-1153  
Roswell, GA 

 

http://www.nickcookwoodturner.com/
http://www.folkschool.org/
http://www.arrowmont.org/
http://www.highlandhardware.com/
http://www.tntech.edu/craftcenter
http://www.dogwoodwoodworking.com/
http://www.dogwoodwoodworking.com/
http://www.woodcraft.com/
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Safe Use of the Woodturning Lathe 

By Paul Hannaby 

While turning wood, you are unavoidably in close proximity to a rotating machine attached to a piece 
of wood. This poses a number of hazards, but these can be minimized with a common sense approach.  

 
 Make sure the wood is 

securely held for the task in 
hand.  

 Never leave a chuck key in the 
chuck. If the lathe starts up it 
becomes a missile!  

 If your lathe has forward and 
reverse, make sure the chuck, 
faceplate etc. is secured with a 
locking screw to prevent it 
from unscrewing if you use the 
lathe in reverse for sanding.  

 Check your speed - When you 
mount a fresh piece of wood 
on the lathe, make sure the 
lathe speed is slow enough so 
the lathe won't vibrate 
dangerously.  

 Position the tool rest close 
enough to the workpiece to 
provide adequate support.  

 Before you turn on, rotate the 
workpiece by hand to ensure it 
does not catch on the tool rest.  

 Don't balance tools on your 
lathe that might fall off and 
injure you. Keep them in a 
rack and use just the one in 
your hand.  

 Keep your fingers away from 
the rotating wood and don't 
hang your fingers over the tool 
rest.  

 Wherever possible, don't stand 
directly in line with the 
rotating wood so if it comes 
loose, or if part of it breaks off, 
you aren't in the firing line. As 

a minimum, stand out of the 
way when you first start the 
lathe and bring it up to 
working speed.  

 If you are turning pieces of 
wood with glue joints, ensure 
the joint is secure and use a 
lower lathe speed as a 
precaution.  

 If you use cyanoacrylate (CA) 
glue, commonly known as 
"superglue," for crack / gap 
filling, make sure the glue is 
dry before turning the lathe 
on. Sometimes a surface skin 
can form but the glue 
beneath can still be liquid. 
Once it sticks to your visor, it 
is virtually impossible to 
remove cleanly. You were 
wearing a visor - weren't 
you?  

 When sanding, don't wrap 
the abrasive around your 
fingers and use with your 
fingers trailing the direction 
of rotation.  

 Never use woven cloth rags 
for polishing on the lathe. 
There are safety cloths 
available, which are made 
from unwove paper. These 
are designed to allow tearing 
if the cloth should catch. 

 For more Safety info from 
Paul Hannaby, see the Wood 
Turning On-line web site. 

 

This Safety Information and Safe Lathe Speed Chart is repeated because it is so important and our fellow 
turners keep getting hurt. A safe RPM Chart to post on your lathe is available.     -ed 

 

 

 

 

  
Safe Lathe Speeds 

 
  Dia.      RPM Range 

 1 6000 - 9000  
 2 3000 - 4500  
 3 2000 - 3000  
 4 1500 - 2250  
 5 1200 - 1800 
 6 1000 - 1500  
 7 857 - 1286  
 8 750 - 1125  
 9 667 - 1000  
 10 600 - 900 
 11 545 - 818  
 12 500 - 750  
 13 462 - 692  
 14 429 - 643  
 15 400 - 600  
 16 375 - 563  
 17 353 - 529  
 18 333 - 500  
 19 316 - 474  
 20 300 - 450 
 

http://www.woodturningonline.com/
http://www.woodturningonline.com/

