
 

President’s Notes: 
The March meeting of South 

Metro Woodturners was called 

to order by our President, Don 

Heath. We met at John 

Beaty’s shop...Many Thanks 

John, a fine setup for our group. 

Don reminded all present that 

2013 club dues are ‘past due’. 

The “Wood Working Show” is 

March 22-24; Don passed 

around a work schedule list and 

a layout diagram showing the 

location of the booth. SMW and 

GAW will share a booth along 

with John C Campbell Folk 

School.  

The club has purchased new lia-

bility insurance to cover club 

members and others for inci-

dents arising from demonstra-

tions or other club activities. 

The annual BBQ cook fund –

raiser will be at the Cornerstone 

UMC pavilion with cooking 

starting on Friday, June 28th in 

advance of Fourth of July which 

falls on a Thursday. Volun-

teers and a Chairman are 

needed to organize and work 

on the BBQ cook. Contact Don 

Heath and volunteer your ser-

vices. 

Tee-shirts with a club logo can 

be ordered for about $20 if we 

buy 25 or more; ideas for the 

style of logo and other info will 

be forthcoming. Contact Don 

with any ideas. 

Any ideas for possible fund-

raisers other than the BBQ will 

be appreciated. Pork prices 

may be problematic for our fu-

ture profit margins. 

The “Instant Gallery” was well 

served with pieces shown by 

their creators. See pages 2-4 

for photographs. 

Tell us if you have an idea for a 

special project or event to in-

crease the club’s visibility dur-

ing 2013. Anything to publicize 

the club or do a community 
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Next Meeting 

 Our next meeting will 

be on April 16th, 

2013 at 1830 

(6:30PM) at John 

Beaty’s shop. See 

map on page 5. 

 Shop exterior photo at 

bottom of page 4. 

 The April demonstra-

tor will be our own 

Tommie Essex, 

known for his large 

and well done bowls 

and platters.  

 If you have a special 

interest for a future 

demonstration topic; 

Or, if you have a skill 

or tool you could 

share with the club 

contact Ron Britton 

to discuss.. 
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“Show and Tell” at the March 2013 meeting included the interesting pieces below: 

Below= John Beaty showed a wooden knife sheath and Bowie knife with wooden 

handle along with a large Maple vase.. 



 

Right= Don Bilski brought in a 

wooden truck toy for “Joey’s Toy 

Box”. 
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Show and Tell at the July 2012 meeting (Continued) 

Below = Ralph Jones 

showed 2 bottle stoppers 

and a Salt & Pepper set of 

Bocote. 

Below=Tom Essex showed a large 

Walnut natural edge bowl and an 

extra large natural edge Maple 

bowl. 



 

The newly modified 

Shield/TV/Audio frame 

worked well and was easily 

viewed by all present. The 

new web cam worked well 

to show a quality picture of 

the tool and work. 

Below = Larry Nation showed a ‘holey’ Pecan bowl and an Oak offering 

plate. 

Below= Four small Cherry bowls by 

George Daughtry. 
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Show and Tell at the July 2012 meeting (Continued) 

Below = A Maple bowl by Don Heath. 
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2012 Demonstrators and Meeting Programs: 

April…Tom Essex will demo a rolled edge bowl. 
May...Don Heath will turn an inside-out vase. 
June...Nick Agar from England. 

Monthly Meeting Raffle 

The monthly raffle is an opportunity for you to share with your fellow club mem-

bers. Bring in your excess wood, maybe bowl blanks you don’t have time for, extra 

tools, shop supplies or equipment that you no longer need and put it in the raffle. 

John Beaty has offered 
us his shop as an inter-
im meeting place. 
John’s address is 104 
Trammell Rd., Mo-
reland, GA.; phone 770
-328-0883 when you 
get lost 
Lots of parking is avail-
able but please leave 
the spaces nearest the 
shop for those with 
mobility issues. Be 
courteous and consid-
erate. 

Wood Turning Videos Web Site 

Check out this web site for access to a bunch of good how-to turning videos. 

 Click here 

South Metro Woodturners Officers for 2013 

President  Don Heath   678-410-7219  md4heath@bellsouth.net 

Vice President Tommie Essex  678-416-2822             tomcat1958@hotmail.com 

Treasurer  Tom Jeanes  770-474-4492  tjeanes@charter.net 

Secretary  Jeff Roberts   404-247-2785  jeffroberts20@gmail.com 

Past President Richard Aldrich         678-378-5990      bringiton2@bellsouth.net 

Program Comm. Ron Britton  770-328-9807  rbritton625@bellsouth.net 

Member Rep To Be Determined 

Member Rep To Be Determined 

Newsletter Ed. George Daughtry 770-634-1573  gtd1@bellsouth.net 

http://woodturningvideos.weebly.com/
http://woodturningvideos.weebly.com/
mailto:md4heath@bellsouth.net
mailto:tomcat1958@hotmail.com
mailto:tjeanes@charter.net
mailto:jeffroberts20@gmail.com
mailto:bringiton2@bellsouth.net
mailto:rbritton625@bellsouth.net
mailto:gtd1@bellsouth.net
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Mark Gardner was our demonstrator for 

March.  

Mark demonstrated turning a Square 

bowl with textured surfaces. A custom 

holding fixture made form 2x4’s and hot 

melt glue was used during hollowing out 

the bowl. 

See Mark’s web site here. 

Mark started with a band sawed cylinder 

about 6 1/2 “ in diameter and in length. 

The cylinder was made from two pieces 

glued-up, using dry wood. Initial turning 

was done with a face grain orientation of 

the wood, so that the second turning could 

be done with the grain parallel to the axis, 

spindle turned. 

For the second turning the cylinder is ro-

tated 90 degrees to the axis of the lathe 

with centers placed carefully on the glue 

line. 

After the second turning the pieces are separat-

ed along the glue line. Each piece is then fitted 

into the custom fixture/jig and held with hot-

melt glue. Masking tape was used to keep the 

glue off the bowl. 

 

http://markgardnerstudio.com/home.html
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Lathe Safety Tips 

Safe use of the woodturning lathe 
While turning wood, you are unavoidably in 
close proximity to a rotating piece of wood at-
tached to a machine. This presents a number of 
hazards but these can be controlled or mini-
mized with a common sense approach. Develop 
good habits and stick with them! 

 Check your speed - When you mount 
a fresh piece of wood on the lathe, 
make sure the lathe speed is set to be 
slow enough so the lathe won't vi-
brate dangerously. Refer to the safe 
speed formula; RPM = 6,000/D to 
9,000/D. 

 Position the tool rest close enough to 
the work piece to provide adequate 
support. 

 Before you start the lathe, always ro-
tate the work piece by hand to ensure 
it does not catch on the tool rest. 

 Don't balance tools on your lathe that 
might fall off and injure you. Keep 
them in a rack and use just the one in 
your hand. Think about a sharp tool 
falling point first onto your bare foot; 
wear good shoes. 

 Keep your fingers away from the ro-
tating wood and don't hang your fin-
gers over the tool rest. 

 Whenever possible, don't stand di-
rectly in line with the rotating wood 
so if it comes loose, or if part of it 
breaks off, you aren't in the firing 
line. A face shield will help but even 
so you could still be injured if the 
speed was too high. 

 If you are turning pieces of wood with 

glue joints, ensure the joint is secure 
and use a lower lathe speed as a pre-
caution. 

 If you use cyanoacrylate (CA) glue for 
crack / gap filling, make sure the glue 
is dry before turning the lathe on. 
Sometimes a surface skin can form 
but the glue beneath can still be liq-
uid. Once it sticks to your visor, it is 
virtually impossible to remove. You 
were wearing a visor - weren't you? 

 When sanding, don't wrap the abra-
sive around your fingers and do use 
with your fingers trailing the direc-
tion of rotation. 

 Remember “Anchor, Bevel, Cut” 
each time you bring up a tool to the 
work. 

 Safe Lathe Speed 
Dia. RPM Range 
1 6000 9000 
2 3000 4500 
3 2000 3000 
4 1500 2250 
5 1200 1800 
6 1000 1500 
7 857  1286 
8 750  1125 
9 667  1000 
10 600  900 
11 545  818 
12 500  750 
13 462  692 
14 429  643 
15 400  600 
16 375  563 
17 353  529 
18 333  500 
19 316   474 
20 300  450 

I repeat this Safety information and Safe Lathe Speed chart because it is so important and our 

fellow turners keep getting hurt. A Safe RPM Chart to post on your lathe is available. Editor. 



 

Woodturning Schools & Classes 

John C. Campbell Folk School www.folkschool.org  
800-FOLK SCH, Brasstown, NC 
Arrowmont School of Arts & Crafts 
www.arrowmont.org 865-436-5860, Gatlinburg, TN 
Highland Hardware www.highlandhardware.com 
 800-241-6748 , Atlanta, GA 
Appalachian Center for Crafts www.tntech.edu/
craftcenter 931-372-3051  
Dogwood Institute School of Fine Woodworking 
www.dogwoodwoodworking.com 770-751-9571 
Woodcraft http://www.woodcraft.com 800-225-1153 Ro-
swell, GA 

Highland Woodworking 
http://
www.highlandhardware.com 
800-241-6748 
Woodworking tools, supplies 
 
The Cutting Edge http://
www.cuttingedgetools.com 
800-790-7980 Turning and 
carving tools, supplies 
 
Penn State http://
www.pennstateind.com 
800-377-7297 
Woodturning tools, supplies 
 
Hut Products http://
www.hutproducts.com 
800-547-5461 
Woodturning tools, supplies 
 
 

Craft Supply 
 http://
www.woodturnerscatalog.com 
800-551-8876 Woodturning 
Supplies 
 
Packard http://
www.packardwoodworks.com 
800-683-8876 
Woodturning Supplies 
 
American Association of 
Woodturners 
http://www.woodturmer.org 
Woodturning Association. 
 
Klingspor 

www.woodworkingshop.com 

800-228-0000 

Abrasives and woodturning supplies 

 
 

Atlanta Wood Products 
http://
www.hardwoodweb.com 
800-964-7804 
Specialty Hardwoods 
 
Woodcraft http://
www.woodcraft.com 
800-225-1153 
Woodworking and Hardware 
 
Rockler  
http://www.rockler.com 
800-279-4441 
Woodworking and Hardware 
 
Wood magazine Forum 
http://
www.woodmagazine.com 
Q & A on Woodturning 

Woodturning Links 
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Frank Bowers 
fcbowrs@aol.com 

404-292-1107 
Nick Cook 

nickcook@earthlink.net 
www.nickcookwoodturner.com 

770-421-1212 

Peggy Schmid 
schmidgodfrey@bellsouth.net 

678-947-4562 
Mark Sillay 

marksillay@me.com 
404-556-1736 

 

Phil Colson 
pcolson@mindspring.com 

404-518-4925  404-292-1107 
Wes Jones 

wwjones@comcast.net 
770 972-6803 

The following local turners give private woodturning instruction in their own 
shops. Contact them for more information. 
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New President in Action!. 

https://www.folkschool.org/index.php?section=classes
http://www.arrowmont.org/
http://www.highlandwoodworking.com/favicon.ico
http://www.tntech.edu/craftcenter/home
http://www.tntech.edu/craftcenter/home
http://www.dogwoodwoodworking.com/favicon.ico
http://www.highlandwoodworking.com/favicon.ico
http://www.highlandwoodworking.com/favicon.ico
mailto:fcbowrs@aol.com
mailto:nickcook@earthlink.net
mailto:schmidgodfrey@bellsouth.net
mailto:marksillay@me.com
mailto:pcolson@mindspring.com
mailto:wwjones@comcast.net

